a wet 
welcome 


Rain didn’t dampen spirits as the USS Oak Hill 
returned from its hurricane relief mission. PAGE 3 


Rain did dampen the Redskins’ efforts in a loss 
to the rival Cowboys. SPORTS 
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250 YEARS | NORFOLK NAVAL SHIPYARD 
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The USS Merrimack burned at Gosport Navy Yard, known 
today as Norfolk Naval Shipyard, on April 20-21, 1861. 


How trickery led to 
famed shipyard’s fall 
and a longer Civil War 


Centuries after its founding, yard remains 
one of Navy’s key assets, now maintaining 
nuclear-powered carriers and submarines 


By Robert McCabe 
The Virginian-Pilot 


PORTSMOUTH 

The USS Merrimack, in its 
heyday, was considered the 
most important ship at Gos- 
port - what is today known 
as Norfolk Naval Shipyard. 

Built at the Charlestown 
shipyard in Boston, it was a 
first-in-class steam frigate 
and state-of-the-art vessel 
when it was launched in 1855. 

In April 1861, the month 
that included the bombard- 
ment of Fort Sumter, S.C., 


setting the Civil War in mo- 
tion, as well as Virginia’s se- 
cession from the Union five 
days later, shipyard com- 
mander Charles McCauley 
had been ordered to get the 
Merrimack out of the port to 
prevent its capture by Con- 
federates. 

McCauley had been 
spooked, though, through a 
clever ruse devised by Wil- 
liam Mahone, a railroad ex- 
ecutive who built the Nor- 
folk & Petersburg Railroad 


See SHIPYARD, PAGE 9 


Money, rhetoric and 
Trump turn local race 
into national politics 
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Democratic House of 


Delegates candidate Cheryl Turpin accused 

Republican opponent Rocky Holcomb of running a campaign of 
“fake news.” Holcomb fired back by pointing out how much support 
Turpin has gotten from outside of Virginia. 


By Mechelle Hankerson 
The Virginian-Pilot 


VIRGINIA BEACH 

By now, Cheryl Turpin is 
easily recognized. 

The high school science 
teacher has filled mailbox- 
es in the 85th House Dis- 
trict - which includes Vir- 
ginia Beach and Chesapeake 
— with flyers featuring her 
picture. 

And she’s been knocking 
on residents’ doors since ear- 
ly 2017, after losing a special 


election to Republican Rocky 
Holcomb. 

In a Starbucks near Town 
Center recently, a woman 
recognized her and bought 
her an iced tea. 

“This is what it’s all about,” 
Turpin said. 

And it’s not just Virginia 
Beach. Turpin’s name has 
traveled as far as the West 
Coast. She’s hauled in tens 
of thousands of dollars from 
people across the country to 


See 85TH DISTRICT, PAGE 7 


DARRYL SMITH | FOR THE VIRGINIAN-PILOT 


AM3 Garcia Araya hugs his 
wife, Patsy Casillas, at the 
Oak Hill’s homecoming at 
Joint Expeditionary Base 
Little Creek - Fort Story in 
Virginia Beach on Sunday. 
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Navy investigating 
Beach-based SEALs 


after G 


reen Berets 


strangling in Mali 


homicide investigation 


Staff Sgt. Logan Melgar died of 
strangulation on June 4 in Mali’s capital, 
Bamako, where he was deployed as a 
member of the Army’s 3rd Special Forces 
Group. Two members of the Navy’s SEAL 
Team 6 are now at the center of the 
investigation. No criminal charges have 
been filed. 


By Dan Lamothe 
The Washington Post 


The U.S. military launched a 
homicide investigation into the 
death of a Special Forces soldier 
in Mali and whether members 
of Virginia Beach-based SEAL 
Team 6 had a role in his killing. 

Staff Sgt. Logan Melgar died June 4 
in Mali’s capital, Bamako, where he 
was deployed as a member of the 
Army’s 3rd Special Forces Group. 
A spokesman for Army Special Op- 
erations Command, Lt. Col. Robert 
Bockholt, said Melgar’s death is un- 
der investigation, but declined to re- 
lease additional details. 

The cause is listed as homicide, 
two U.S. military officials famil- 
iar with the case told The Washing- 


ton Post on Sunday. Melgar’s death 
was first reported by the New York 
Times, which said a Naval Criminal 
Investigative Service investigation 
now centers on two members of the 
Navy’s SEAL Team 6 and a medical 
examiner’s determination that Mel- 
gar died by strangulation. 

No criminal charges have been 
filed, The Times reported. 

A spokesman with U.S. Special 
Operations Command declined to 
comment on the case. 

Ed Buice, a spokesman for NCIS, 
confirmed its role in the probe, 
saying the agency took over for 
the Army’s Criminal Investigative 
Command in late September. He de- 
clined to address how Melgar died, 
saying NCIS does not discuss the 
details of ongoing investigations. 
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L. TODD SPENCER | THE VIRGINIAN-PILOT 


Farmhouse Brewing Co., shown last Tuesday, is more than a year in to work on turning an old farmhouse in the 
Kempsville area into a destination for craft beer lovers. The site is scattered with backhoes and other equipment. 


Suds setback: Beach farmhouse 
brewery opening delayed until March 


new By Robyn Sidersky 
timeline The Virginian-Pilot 
aai VIRGINIA BEACH 
N t a Creating an oasis in the middle 
. h of suburbia isn’t easy. 
ea ; That’s what Eddie Hewitt and 
Hewitt said his partners are learning more 
The original than a year into turning an old 
plan was to farmhouse in Kempsville = and 
have it finished the land surrounding it - into a 
this past destination for craft beer lovers. 
January, but The new timeline has Farm- 
more Work house Brewing Co. opening in 
March, Hewitt said. The plan was 
was needed. 


to have it finished by January 
2017, but more work was needed. 

The house, built in 1912, didn’t 
need much work- just some struc- 
tural changes and updates to bring 


N.C. lawmaker 
has sent out 
thousands of 
condolence 
letters to Gold 
Star families 


it up to commercial-use standards. 
Page 4 


But the rest of the 8.6-acre prop- 
erty is virtually unrecognizable. 
The site is scattered with back- 
hoes and other construction equip- 
ment - dirt and rocks instead of 
plush green grass. 

Hewitt is confident that soon it 
will again look like a pocket of ru- 
ral nostalgia. 

“A farmhouse is simple, so 
we're keeping it simple,” he said. 

But doing so is more work than 
he imagined. 

The remaining undeveloped 
land is the last piece of what was 
once a 500-acre farm that be- | 


sunny, cool 


Highs near 60. 
Lows in the 40s. 


Details on the back 


page of Sports 
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longed to the Wood family — that 


See BREWERY, PAGE 9 


